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This historical general is interesting to me in so many ways, studies on the history of France present Napoleon Bonaparte as the most charismatic general[endnoteRef:1]. This assertion is based on the fact that during his time in power there was recorded military successes even though eventually he did not succeed in conquering Europe as a whole[endnoteRef:2]. But that did not stop him, he then rose at a faster rate to the rank of being the first Consul when he staged the 1799 coup from the post of second lieutenant in the artillery of France. Then his success as an emperor is recorded in his various victories in battles that saw the French territory expand to cover Portugal, Italy and the north part of river Elbe by the year 1807[endnoteRef:3].Napoleon’s failure to conquer the whole of Europe was demonstrated in his defeat at Moscow in 1812 followed by his deposition and being exiled in the island of Elba[endnoteRef:4]. Yet after his return to France the following year with the following seizing of power, he could not succeed anymore for this was short lived. Egypt falls under the many states that Napoleon targeted for conquest and he succeeded in doing so in the year 1798 with the use of 55,000 men[endnoteRef:5].  [1:  Livingston, John W. 2017, Napoleon's Egyptian Girl, https://www.overdrive.com/search?q=2FA7F04F-F9C1-4AD5-937B-34EDE570271E, accessed 3/26/2018]  [2:  Napoleon, and Bingham, 2012, A selection from the letters and despatches of the first Napoleon: (New York: Cambridge University Press).]  [3:  Ibid, i]  [4:  Schneid, Frederick C. 2012, Napoleonic Wars: the essential bibliography. http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&scope=site&db=nlebk&db=nlabk&AN=480086, Accessed on 3/26/2018]  [5:  Ibid, ii] 

This paper, using relevant text books and scholarly articles explores Napoleon’s rationale behind visiting Egypt, his actions while in Egypt and the result of his presence there. During the assessment of Napoleon’s actions in Egypt, the paper shall specifically look into how he worked with the ruling powers, approached religion, the festivals and the Suez-canal. 
Napoleon’s style of acquiring territories was characterized by him establishing structures that would support his rule in the said regions[endnoteRef:6]. It is provided that the same technique that Napoleon used in Malta, he resorted to introduction of civic structures in in Egypt[endnoteRef:7]. In his view, these structures constituted benefits of enlightenment to a country that was at that time considered backward-Egypt[endnoteRef:8]. But then he did this by going personally to the mosques, holding meetings with the Cairo government officials of known as Diwan then[endnoteRef:9]. He managed to do all these in spite of the insurrection at the beginning of the French rule[endnoteRef:10]. Napoleon was funny, entertaining and amusing in that the first strategy the Egyptians was crafted in a manner that it appeared very attractive. The manifesto’s salient features included removing Turks from power in Egypt, which therefore introducing Egyptians in positions of political influence relating to internal matters, upholding respect for the tradition of religion and improving socio-economic conditions of the Egyptians[endnoteRef:11].  [6:  Ibid, ii]  [7:  Livingston, John W. 2017, Napoleon's Egyptian Girl, https://www.overdrive.com/search?q=2FA7F04F-F9C1-4AD5-937B-34EDE570271E, accessed on 3/26/2018]  [8:  Ibid, vii]  [9:  Ibid, i]  [10:  Ibid, vii]  [11:  De Keersmaecker, Roger O. 2013,Travellers' graffiti from Egypt and the Sudan Additional vol. 3 [1] Additional vol. 3 [1]. Mortsel (Antwerp): Graffito-Graffiti.] 

In order to secure acceptance by the Egyptians, Napoleon resorted to incorporating the ruling elite of Sheikhs. He encouraged the sheikhs to acquire powerful positions so that they could come along with their following as the whole of Egypt was being targeted[endnoteRef:12]. To make his capture absolute, Napoleon worked towards impressing the Copts who were Christians that lived amongst the Muslims. The Copts constituted ascribes of the ancient Egypt who in the 19th century took leading roles in professions such as accounting[endnoteRef:13]. They therefore turned out to be a vital part of the Egyptian community in that their services were highly demanded. [12:  Ibid, i]  [13:  Ibid, v] 

Napoleon was a catholic as much as an assessment of his views reveal that he only used religion as a tool for building his empire[endnoteRef:14]. He is recorded having uttered statements such as “religion is what keeps the poor from murdering the rich; All religions have been made by men.” A close look at Napoleon’s life reveals that he greatly believed in God[endnoteRef:15]. While in exile, it is alleged that Napoleon expressed how much he admired Jesus for having been a conqueror of nations through force and won[endnoteRef:16]. Religion being a tool for Bonaparte, he used it wisely and that is why he once stated, “… it is by 0making myself a Moslem that I established myself in Egypt.” This implies that he was tolerant though the driving force being to obtain power. [14:  Ibid, xi]  [15: ]  [16:  De Keersmaecker, Roger O. 2013. 
] 

As regards festivals, napoleon was very cunning. He had a soft spot for the revolutionary tradition of fetes to the extent that he appeared in these fetes a number of times that was substantial enough to ascertain his stand of festivals[endnoteRef:17]. He was often spotted at three main fetes namely; the fete de la Republique, mawlid of the prophet and the fete of the Nile[endnoteRef:18]. The fete of the Nile was an event for the pagans who during the feast celebrated the Nile floods for they were responsible for the fertility in the plains[endnoteRef:19]. Napoleon participated in this feast both a spectator and beneficiary. Concerning the feast of the prophet, Napoleon demonstrated his daring attitude by participating in it since the notables of Cairo disregarded it[endnoteRef:20]. However, napoleon encouraged these notables towards considering the feast by funding the feast and proving venues for the same[endnoteRef:21]. The fete de la republique was aimed at raising the morale of the troop in addition to impressing the locals relating to the kind of might that the military possesses[endnoteRef:22]. This feast presented a great opportunity for the implementation of the public relations agenda. [17: ]  [18:  Ibid, iv]  [19:  De Keersmaecker, Roger O. 2013. Travellers' graffiti from Egypt and the Sudan Additional vol. 3 [1] Additional vol. 3 [1]. Mortsel (Antwerp): Graffito-Graffiti.
]  [20:  Tignor, Robert L. 2011. Egypt: A Short History.]  [21:  Schneid, Frederick C. 2012. Napoleonic Wars: the essential bibliography. http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&scope=site&db=nlebk&db=nlabk&AN=480086.
]  [22:  Livingston, John W. 2017. Napoleon's Egyptian Girl. https://www.overdrive.com/search?q=2FA7F04F-F9C1-4AD5-937B-34EDE570271E] 

Napoleon’s interest in the Suez Canal was so great that at some point while still schooling he copied an entire passage on the canal built by Necho from Diodorous Siculus[endnoteRef:23]. This desire led Napoleon to investigate any detail that concerns the Suez Canal. It is recorded that even his departure from Paris for the expedition, he was instructed according to the directory to closely examine the technical conditions that would be used in the construction of another canal[endnoteRef:24]. Subsequently Napoleon sent General Bon to the Suez town on the Red sea with a major aim of occupying it. Later, the town was fortified and cannons erected.  [23:  Ibid, ii]  [24:  Schneid, Frederick C. 2012. Napoleonic Wars: the essential bibliography. http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&scope=site&db=nlebk&db=nlabk&AN=480086.
] 

The results of Napoleon’s presence in Egypt.
Cairo experienced infrastructural developments from the fact that Napoleon established two headquarters one being of the military while the other for the intellectuals in this town[endnoteRef:25].  The education sector experienced a facelift with the establishment of more centers such as Institut de l’Egypt. This improved industrialization due to training a substantial group of youths in various fields for human resource promised in the country[endnoteRef:26]. Resistance to Napoleon’s rule caused tension and led to loss of lives when Napoleon executed those who opposed him.  [25:  Ibid, i]  [26:  Ibid, vii] 
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